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[bookmark: _Hlk24496816]Scope of Practice for the Advanced Practice Nurses
An advanced practice nurse (APN) is a professional with post-graduate education in nursing. APNs are prepared with vast knowledge, the scope of practice, and a variety of skills that enable them to make critical decisions like prescribing medication to patients (DeNisco, 2019). Scope of practice is a phrase used to describe the services that a qualified physician is allowed to undertake competently. The primary goal of this paper is to compare the scope of practice for the APNs in the states of Illinois and Florida 
[bookmark: _Hlk24497407]Since June 2019, advanced practice nurses who are thoroughly trained and have the required knowledge and skills in Illinois are allowed by the law to practice independently without the supervision of other physicians (Zaccagnini & Pechacek, 2019). The IDFPR passed the law to permit licensed APNs to make independent decisions without the influence of other physicians. APNs are allowed to use local anesthetics on patients, but cannot perform any operative surgery on them. APNs are also entitled to administer and prescribe counter and legend drugs and schedules two to five controlled substances. However, there are conditions set and rules to be followed during drug administration. First, the prescription drugs administered must be labeled, requirements indicated, and record-keeping is mandatory (Zaccagnini & Pechacek, 2019). Secondly, before the prescription of specific drugs like benzodiazepines and schedule II to V substances, APNs must consult first to know the various restrictions and other additional requirements.  
[bookmark: _Hlk24497330]Just like the states of Illinois, the state of Florida has a scope of practice policy that addresses the roles of APNs. An advanced practice nurse in Florida must undergo the required education, experience in the field, and undertake specialized training to be approved by the board. All the requirements and responsibilities of APNs in Florida are listed in the Nurse Practice Act of Florida (Kung & Rudner Lugo, 2015). Some of the specific actions that APNs are permitted to do are medical, and nursing diagnosis, prescription, medical and nursing treatment, and can also operate while following the guidelines provided by the act and when under supervision (Kung & Rudner Lugo, 2015). APNs in Florida are also allowed to perform specific tasks under an established framework (Kung & Rudner Lugo, 2015). For instance, these nurses may prescribe, order, and administer medication to patients when need be. However, the administration of controlled substances to patients must only be done by a nursing practitioner with a master’s or doctoral degree in any medical specialty area (Kung & Rudner Lugo, 2015). APNs also manage specific medical conditions and order therapy while ensuring that the coordination of healthcare is effective.  
In conclusion, the scope of practice for the APNs in the states of Illinois and Florida has similarities and differences. APNs in Illinois are allowed to work independently without collaboration or supervision from other physicians. In Florida, APNs are allowed to perform duties like nursing and medical diagnosis and treatment but under supervision. In both states, APNs are permitted to prescribe drugs and medications.  
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